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Guilford County Cattleman’s Program on August 19th 
On August 19th beginning at 7:00 pm, Guilford County Cattlemen will be gathering at the Guilford County 

Agricultural Center, located at 3309 Burlington Road in Greensboro. At this meeting area Cattlemen will be getting 
together for dinner (dutch) & fellowship and to discuss matters of business for the group. This will be a catered 

event,  so please call if you are planning to attend this Program, CALL Ben Chase, Area Extension Livestock Agent  
at 800-666-3625 or 342-8235 (or Email me atben_chase@ncsu.edu) BY FRIDAY August 15TH TO RESERVE 

YOUR PLACE FOR (DUTCH) the CATERED DINNER. 
 

Guilford County Cattleman's Board of Directors/Beef Programing Committee Meeting August 19th 
For those of you who are on the Guilford County Cattleman's Board of Directors/Beef 

Programing Committee, There will be a Board Meeting on August 19, directly following the 
regular Cattleman’s meeting. This committee serves as the leaders of the Guilford Co 
Cattlemen & is the Educational Programming Committee that guides the beef cattle 

educational programs by suggesting possible Educational topics for future programs in 
Guilford County. 

 

 North Carolina Beef Field Day 
Butner Beef Cattle Field Laboratory 

8800 Cassam Road, Bahama, NC 27503 
Saturday, August 23rd, 2014 

   North Carolina Beef Field Day (in conjunction with N.C. Angus Association Field Day) 
Registration: 9 AM                    Programs: 9:30 AM                     Special Remarks: 3 PM 

Educational Programs Include: 
              - Forages and grazing practices                - Developments in Estrous Synchronization 
              - Feed efficiency evaluations                     - Conversion of Marginal Land to Pasture 
              - Fescue toxicosis                                      - Bull Performance Testing Program 

            - Pond ecology                                        - Utilization of UAV Technology for forage evaluation 
              - Pasture renovation                                 - Feeder calf evaluation and market steer development 
              - Women and Youth in the Cattle Industry - Beef Quality Assurance 

- Summer Annual Forages 
Participants will be able to select and participate in the topics which are most relevant to their production 

interest. For more information, please contact Butner Beef Cattle Field Lab at 919-471-6872 or the 
following websites:   

NCDA Research Stations Homepage                                        NCARS Field Day Website 
http://www.ncagr.gov/research/                    http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/site/WebFile/FieldDayEventsApril2014.pdf 
  
Butner Beef Website                                                                       NCDA Field Day Website 
http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/ncars/index.cfm?pageID=5079     http://www.ncagr.gov/Research/FieldDays.htm 

THIS FIELD DAY WILL BE A BIG DEAL, in fact the Biggest in many years! 
 

       Tri State Conference Beef Conference  
Washington County Fairgrounds 

Abindon VA 
August 12th, 2014 

A conference for both cow-calf producers and stocker operators 
This conference will address topics of interest to both stocker and cow-calf producers. The conference 

will be a one-day event and will include educational sessions covering such topics as beef cattle outlook, 
pre-weaning calf management  and its effects on post-weaning performance, respiratory diseases and 

pinkeye, commodity feed and mineral supplementation. Will also have virtual tours of operations 
from each of the three states and then will have a time of questions and answers  with the 

producers themselves. This year’s conference will be one that should add dollars to your bottom line 
whether you run a stocker or a cow-calf operation. 

 
North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity 
regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, or disability.  In addition, the two Universities welcome all persons without regard 
to sexual orientation.  North Carolina State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments cooperating. 
 

 
 

Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. The program will begin at 9:20 a.m. 
A steak lunch will be provided for all participants. 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service

Guilford County Center 
North Carolina Cooperative Extension 
3309 Burlington Road 
Greensboro, N.C. 27405-7605 
Phone: 336-375-5876 



Beef Cattle Outlook - Dr. Kenny Burdine, Assistant Professor & Livestock Marketing Economist University of 
Kentucky 

Pre-weaning Calf Management and Its Effects on Post-weaning Performance - Dr. Philipe Moriel, Assistant 
Professor & Livestock Specialist, North Carolina State 

Virtual Tours of three Beef operations We will highlight an operation from each of the three states and will have 
a time of questions and answers with the producers themselves 

Respiratory Diseases and Pinkeye - Dr. Marc Caldwell, DVM, DACVIM Assistant Professor Farm Animal Field 
Service, University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine 

Commodity Feed and Mineral Supplementation - Dr. Mark McCann, Professor, Ruminant Nutrition Virginia Tech 

Overview of the Feedlot Industry Today - Mr. Brad Stout, Manager—Feedyard Operations & Cattle Procurement 
Friona Industries, L.P. 

  

A trade show will be open during the conference, with many of the animal health, feed, and marketing organizations 
involved in the region’s beef industry there for you to meet and learn more about their products and services. 

 Registration for the conference is $20 before August 5 and $25 after August 5. For Registration information & Form 
go to: http://economics.ag.utk.edu/extension/livestock/conference/2014/Brochure2014.pdf   

Directions to Fairgrounds - Take Exit 14 off I-81 to US 11, Turn left on US 11 at light, Go approximately 1/4 mile & 
Fairground Road is to the right. Conference Hotel - Comfort Suites, 1093 Ole Berry Drive off I-81 exit 14 
Abingdon, VA 24210  (276) 698-3040 Rate: $99 single or double/night Deadline for group rate: July 21 Group 
name: Tri-State Beef Conference. 
 

The conference is presented by the University of Tennessee Extension, Virginia Cooperative Extension  and North 
Carolina Cooperative Extension. The meeting is co-sponsored by BEEF Magazine. 

   

Piedmont Custom Meats, Inc. acquires Matkins Meats Processors 
Casey McKissick, NC Choices Program Director 

July 30, 2014 
Oakboro NC… Piedmont Custom Meats, Inc. (PCM) announced today that it has acquired 
Matkins Meat Processors, Inc. in Gibsonville NC. PCM will operate under the same USDA 

Inspection Number and HAACP plans currently approved by the NCDA and USDA in use at 
the facility on the date of closing. President and CEO Donna Moore said “we are appreciative of the opportunity to 

continue a business that has operated since 1956 and we are excited about the future. We will be making 
immediate investments in equipment, facilities and technology to streamline operations. Our constant objective will 
be to handle animals in accordance with humane handling practices, provide a safe and quality product, excellent 

customer service and work closely with our customers to make them as successful as 
possible.”www.piedmontcustommeats.com  For scheduling call: 336-584-8247 

  

About Piedmont Custom Meats, Inc. - Piedmont Custom Meats is a NC corporation formed to acquire Matkins Meat 
Processors, Inc. Donna Moore serves as the company’s President and CEO and will oversee the daily operations. 
Larry Moore will oversee the company’s sales and marketing operations as well as being the liaison with State and 
Federal agencies and other organizations for the plant. Larry and Donna Moore also own Hill Meadow Foods, Inc. 

based in Oakboro NC, a distributor of grassfed beef in addition to pork and chicken products. 
  

About Matkins Meat Processors, Inc.- Matkins Meat was founded in 1956 by Leonard Matkins and Associates. 
Jerry Matkins has been running the business for 40+ years. Matkins Meats Processors, Inc. is a USDA inspected 

custom slaughter, processing and packaging facilities serving farm and small business operators. 
    

BQA Corner: The importance of following the Beef Quality Assurance Practices. 
 

Feedstuffs/Feed Additives 
It is important to maintain quality control on feeds to ensure good cattle performance and health and 

to prevent chemical residues in beef animals. Across our industry, forages make up, by far, the highest percentage 
of total beef feed. Producers should use good fertility, grazing, and harvest management to ensure that forages 

have an adequate nutritional value to meet the needs of the cattle to which they are being fed. 
  

Chemical Usage: Use only chemicals in feed production that are approved for pasture or harvested crops destined 
to be fed to livestock. Make sure that you follow all label directions on such agrochemicals and keep records of 

where and at what rate they were used. Chemical use is especially a concern when using crop residues (such as 
peanut hay) or drought-stricken grain crops (such as soybeans). Before feeding forages grown by another farmer, 

know what chemicals were used on them and make sure the label does not restrict feeding them to livestock. 
 Mixed Feeds: Backgrounding and finishing operations commonly make mixed feeds at home. These producers 

should monitor the nutrient levels in the ingredients they purchase and provide a balanced ration. Samples of each 
truckload of commodities should be taken and kept for one year. When producers are purchasing commercial 

feeds, either for brood cows or stocker cattle, they need not keep samples, but it is advisable to keep a label from 
each batch purchased. If purchasing a mixed feed, the producer needs to have paperwork from the supplier 

indicating the ingredient composition of the mix. 
  

By-Products: It is common for producers to feed unusual by-products to cattle, and it is critical that producers 
know what they are feeding. For example, producers occasionally feed waste oil from small restaurants as a part of 
a concentrate mix. In that case, producers must make absolutely sure that the oil they are receiving contains only 

used cooking oil and that the containers do not contain any other waste products. Other unusual waste items might 
also be useful feeds, but before feeding, contact your extension agent or nutritional advisor to make sure they are 

viable feed ingredients. 



Use common sense; If you do not know what is in it, do not feed it! 
Communication with feed suppliers is a critical step in feed quality control. 

Ruminant By-Products: The ban on feeding ruminant-derived proteins is one of the main firewalls in place to keep 
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) from spreading through the U. S. cattle herd. This law primarily prevents 

meat and bone meal produced from ruminants from being fed back to ruminants. Ruminant by-products exempt 
from the ban include blood and blood by-products, gelatin, and tallow. Any feed that contains banned material will 
indicate on the label that it is not to be fed to ruminants. In some cases, producers may have feeds on hand that 
are intended for other species that they desire to feed to cattle. Feeds intended for poultry, swine, or even dogs 

may be available, but in most cases, should not be fed to cattle. The only situation where such feeds may be fed is 
if the manufacturer provides assurance in writing that they do not contain any of the banned materials. 

Feeding Recycled Poultry Bedding to Cattle: Recycled Poultry Bedding (abbreviated RPB and sometimes 
referred to as poultry litter) is a by-product feed that has been used in the Southeastern U. S. for many years. 

Research has shown it is a safe and effective feed ingredient. However, it may contain spilled poultry feed and is 
therefore under scrutiny due to increased concern about BSE in the United States. At the time of this publication 

RPB is an approved feed ingredient and producers who wish to feed it may continue; they should approach feeding 
it as they would any other by-product feed. However, due to the general concerns with feeding RPB, producers are 
encouraged to seek alternatives. Producers are also discouraged from mixing RPB with large amounts of feed for 
stockpiled storage (such as mixing RPB with corn silage) due to the potential loss of those feeds should a ban on 
the feeding of RPB be enacted. Producers who have not fed RPB in the past are not encouraged to enter a RPB 

feeding program due to the investment in infrastructure required. 
 

Feed Room Hygiene: Good feed room hygiene is another important part of a feed quality program. Do not store 
agrochemicals, fertilizers, and other non-feed items in a feed room. Sweep the room requently and do not ever feed 

floor sweepings to cattle. 
Avoid Feeding Mycotoxins: Mycotoxins are naturally occurring chemicals produced by fungi. They can develop in 

feeds either before or after harvest. They can be found both in grains and forages and if present in sufficient 
quantities, can cause animal health problems as well as residues in meat and milk. Never feed concentrate 

products that are moldy and try to avoid feeding hay that has a significant amount of mold present. If you suspect a 
problem with mycotoxins, contact your extension agent and veterinarian for advice on testing and managing 

mycotoxins in feeds. 
 Feed Additives: Feed additives are often used in the production of medicated feeds for cattle. In most cases, 

concentrated sources of feed additives will be used by feed manufacturers to create more dilute products that are 
used by producers either as premixes, free-choice supplements, or complete feeds. It is critical that producers 

understand the proper use of these items and that they follow label directions. Following are key guidelines to be 
considered when using feed additives: 

1) No extra-label use of feed additives is allowed. No One, including a veterinarian or nutritionist, may advise a 
producer to use a feed additive in a way other than what is indicated on the product label. 

2) When using medicated feed additives, only permitted feed manufacturers are allowed to use the most 
concentrated forms. Permitting is obtained through the FDA. 

3) Make sure you follow all withdrawal times to avoid residues. 
4) Identify animals which have received medicated feeds in your production records 

 Handling Feedstuffs: 1) Maintain a quality control program for incoming feeds. 2) Store feeds in a dry area to 
prevent molds and other types of contamination. 3) Store all chemicals including pesticides, lubricants, solvents, 
and other non-feed items away from feed storage area. 4) Thoroughly clean any equipment (including buckets, 
barrels, loaders, etc.) before using or feeding purposes. 5) Protect all feed troughs, water supplies, and feed from 
chemical contamination. 6) If you are not sure about what a feed contains or if it has been contaminated, do not 
feed it! 
 

FORAGE TIPS: August -September-October - *To get maximum use of available grass, utilize 
cross fencing. This will stretch out your forage and decrease wastage. *Evaluate your current 
situation and consider overseeding or planting for fall & winter grazing with rye, ryegrass, etc. in 
late September. Small grains can provide grazing from December through May *With the high price 
of fertilizer it is very important to take soil samples for fall plantings. Come by and pick up your free 
soil sample boxes and sheets. *Fertilize and lime cool season grasses. Apply lime to pastures with 

pH below 5.8., if proper ph is not maintained, fertilizer may not be utilized by the plant.*Plant cool season grasses 
(fescue, orchardgrass, clovers, etc.) as late as October 25. *Finish grazing cool season grasses before grazing 
warm season. *Apply nitrogen to warm-season grasses after each cutting (or 4 to 6 weeks) *Graze bermudagrass 
to a 2-4 inch stubble and harvest excess every 4-6 weeks. *Control weeds *Be aware of potential of Nitrate & 
Prussic Acid poisoning from animals if grazing stunted, highly fertilized summer annuals. *Keep good forage 
records. * If on fields, DRAG PASTURES TO BREAK UP/Spread MANURE PILES (This helps with fertility and 
flies). - Rotate/Clip pastures as needed. *Be cautious of combustion - Hay Fires - Hay in round bales should not 
contain no more than 18% moisture and square bales no more than 20%. 
Grazing Management - Established fescue can withstand heavy grazing during its peak production.  In general, 
grazing should be started between 6-8 inches and maintain a 3-4 inch stubble as practical to achieve the best 
animal performance and persistence of the plant. Continuous grazing below 2 inches will reduce animal 
performance, slow the growth rate of cool season grasses and may result in stand thinning. 
Adding Clover: Can save you money! 
 

Adding clover to an existing stand can help lower your Nitrogen fertilization need/requirement as well as increase 
the nutritional value for the grazing animal. Clover will for sure lower your Nitrogen requirement and your fertilizer 
bill, but one also needs to make sure that they have taken a well thought out approach to the forage management 
plan. Remember, your neighbor’s forage management plan will probably be different than yours! There is one thing 
that you should have in common with your neighbor, in that the first thing that comes to mind when thinking about 



adding clover (or legume) is the fertility of the soil, has there been soil test taken? Soil testing ensures adequate 
fertility for planting success. (Proper Ph). 
 

The second thing to is what is in the field or what plant competition (weeds) are present? You need to get the 
weeds under control first before planting clover (any legume) because the products you spray to control weeds will 
damage or kill your clover.  The key is to try to get your weeds under control prior to adding the clover to the 
pasture mix for a few reasons: - to kill the weeds & not your clover ($$$) and - so that when you fertilize your 
grass/clover you are not fertilizing the weeds. 
 

-  Decrease competition above and below the soil surface - Ladino Clover (is a White), Will Clover is also good 
blend if ya can find it. Most Ag dealers will have varieties of clover that have done well in this area. You can drill it 
or broadcast. Drilling the seed will use less seed and gets you good soil seed contact. (Just don't plant to deep) 
Broadcasting the seed works fine, just increases your seeding rate ($).  Plant timing is everything 
(Moisture/Temperature) the planting dates for this area for fall planted Clover is from August 25th-October 25th.  
Stop by the Extension office for a soil testing kit; take the soil test first, so you can follow the fertilization 
recommendation to ensure stand success. If Ph is off, you are probably wasting money-adding fertilizer. So proper 
Ph is critical and essential for nutrient uptake! (if you have been adding lime every year without a soil test you can 
also run into problems with the Ph being to high, this has been seen this week). 
 

 There are various weed control methods & products. Determine the weeds, to determine management control 
choice.  Example: if Buttercup, the time to Spray is early spring. 
So, what are other concerns with clover: - Bloat – keep 35% or less legume in pasture mix to help prevent bloat, fill 
cattle up with hay prior to putting them on these pastures. If suspect a problem poloxalene can be fed. 
 

HAY DIRECTORY  -  A Hay Directory is maintained by the North Carolina Cooperative 
Extension Service for the Rockingham County and Guilford County area. This directory is 
intended as a service to both hay producers and buyers in the area. If you are in need of hay or 
would like to be added (or removed) from this list please call me at 1-800-666-3625 or 342-
8235 and let me know your name, address & phone #, type of hay, number of bales, (square or 
round bales) and weight per bale. 

 

CATTLE REMINDERS:  SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER - ALL CATTLE:  *Provide (and check) clean fresh 
water. CULL ANIMALS THAT NEED TO BE CULLED TO CONSERVE FORAGE. *Monitor Body Condition 
Scores. *Continue parasite control. *Provide High Magnesium mineral supplement. *Deworm and treat 
for grubs. *Monitor for health problems.  *Check cattle regularly*.  FALL CALVES: *Maintain condition 
on cows; graze cows on lower quality pasture. *Prepare for herd sire selection and vaccinate herd prior 
to breeding, and fertility check bulls.  *Separate herd into management groups (first calf heifers, mature 
cows, open heifers). *Start heifer replacements on development program. *Vaccinate replacement heifers. 
*Provide Magnesium mineral supplement. Cows should consume 1 oz. of mgo/hd/day *Wean and sale 
calves. *Prepare for calving season, keeping calving area clean *Observe frequently once calving starts. 
Make sure calf consumes colostrum within 4 hours of birth. ID, castrate, and dehorn calves. Look at giving newborn 
calves Vitamin A & D injections. *Make sure you have the bull power for breeding season. *Make sure cows are 
getting enough energy after calving. SPRING CALVES: *Evaluate bulls on calf performance.*Deworm & Vaccinate 
calves.*Select replacement heifers and feed to gain 1.5-1.75 lbs per day. *Wean & watch markets to market calves. 
*Look for unsound cows that should be culled and identify and cull bulls that have sired groups of calves that are 
below average performance.*Make replacement heifer selections.*Pregnancy check cows. *Body condition score 
cows at weaning and separate thin cows.*Prepare to wean calves. 
 

Beef Cattle E-Mail List – If you would like to be added to a Beef Cattle E-mail list for Rockingham or Guilford Counties, 
please send me an E-mail at: ben_chase@ncsu.edu  and put in the body of the message your name, and the Email mailing list 
you wish to be on and you address. This will make it easier to get information to you quicker and cheaper. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ben Chase  

Extension Agent 
Agriculture 
Livestock 
Rockingham & Guilford Counties                                                                                                                                                       
342-8235, or 1- 800-666-3625                                                                                            Please Don’t Forget Our Troops!  
ben_chase@ncsu.edu  website:  http://rockingham.ces.ncsu.edu/index.php?page=animalagriculture                         
 

 
The use of brand names or any listing or mention of products or services does not imply endorsement by the NC Cooperative Extension Service nor 

discrimination against similar products or services not mentioned. 


